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Women’s Day Celebration @ 22 on Sloane 

Wednesday, 17th August 2022 

Concept Note 

 

Background and Context 

22 On Sloane in partnership with African Odyssey produced by Carol Bouwer will be hosting a Women’s Day 

celebration. Women's Day marks the anniversary of the great women's march of 1956, where women marched 

to the Union Buildings to protest the carrying of pass books. The South African Government announced this 

year's Women’s Day theme as, "Generation Equality: Realising Women’s Rights for an Equal Future". The 

concept of Generation Equality is a global campaign and links South Africa to global efforts to achieve gender 

equality by 2030.  
 

22 On Sloane will be celebrating Women’s Month by hosting a panel discussion and networking event under the 

theme ‘Investing in Women Entrepreneurs in South Africa’. The event aims to spur conversations regarding the 

investment landscape (access to markets and access to capital) particularly for women in South Africa. 

Furthermore, it will be a session that will facilitate and promote thought-leadership amongst valuable 

stakeholders in the entrepreneurship ecosystem.  

   
Africa leads the way as the continent with the highest number of women entrepreneurs and investments into 

female-led startups have grown significantly over the past three years. According to data from Partech, the share 

of investments that were went to female entrepreneurs was 16,0% of the total $5.2billion raised on the 

continent in 2021 by startups. Despite the growth potential, these investments are still far lower than what their 

male counterparts have raised on the continent’s growing ecosystem.  

 

Similar research by the Mastercard Index of Women Entrepreneurs highlighted that South Africa has 54,9% of 

female entrepreneurs and is part of the top African countries that support female-owned businesses. This is 

despite their traditional struggles with access to capital and assets, as compared to male-led businesses.   

  

Investments by Women for Women 

Studies done by Harvard Business School show that women are excellent investors because they often achieve 

a greater credit turnover, and they deliver more returns of their investments.  

 

Due to the biased investment landscape, female entrepreneurs have focused on getting investments from 

Venture Capital (VCs) firms run by women, yielding better outcomes. However, researchers found that female-

owned businesses that received funding from female VCs had more difficulty in securing investments in future 

funding rounds.  This is in stark contrast to their male equivalents, who are likely to receive future funding, 

regardless of whether their first round of funding came from either male or female VCs.  
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Rationale for Women’s Day Celebration  

Considering South Africa’s high growth of women entrepreneurs, one can see that unlocking their potential 

through access to capital and markets can make a huge contribution to the country’s growth and prosperity.   

 

As such, 22 On Sloane, will be celebrating Women’s Month by hosting a panel discussion and a networking event 

under the theme ‘Investing in Women Entrepreneurs in South Africa’. The event aims to spur conversations 

regarding the investment landscape (access to markets and access to capital) particularly for women in South 

Africa. Furthermore, it will be a session that will facilitate and promote thought-leadership amongst valuable 

stakeholders in the entrepreneurship ecosystem.  

 

Intended Outcomes:  

• Supporting the development of a critical skills base that is representative of women 

• Inspiring women to be part of South Africa’s investment space by educating and promoting thought 

leadership, 

• Establishing the means to make the environment conducive for women-led business to access various 

types of capital and markets, 

• Bridging the gender gap in the Venture Capital firms by empowering women to get involved in the 

investment space, either as stakeholders or thought leaders.  

 

  

 

Programme: 

  

17h00:  Arrival and Networking 

 

18h00:  Introduction by the Programme Director, Ntandoyenkosi Kunene 

 

18h05: Welcome by Kizito Okechukwu, Executive Head 22 On Sloane 

 

18h10:  Opening Remarks by Carol Bouwer, Producer of African Odyssey 

 

18h15:  Panel Discussions: Equipping Tomorrow’s Female Leaders with Knowledge 

This session intends to draw inspirational experiences from women working across various investment 

sub-sectors 

- Minister Lindiwe Zulu, Department of Social Development 

- Dr Miranda Moloto, Head of Rehabilitation, Rand Mutual Assurance  

- Tania Mukwamu, Co-Founder, Maxicash 

- Seseselelo Matlapeng , Head of Sales & Marketing Southern Africa, Bureau Veritas  

Facilitated by: Phumla Hlati, Director Programmes United Nations Development Programme 

 

18h45:  Panel Discussions: Connecting Tomorrow’s Female Leaders (Creating a Conducive Environment for 

Female Investors) 

This session intends to provide an understanding of the type of supportive environment that needs to 

be created for an investment-ready female entrepreneurs. 

- Minister Stella Ndabeni-Abrahams, Department of Small Business Development 

- Parks Tau, Gauteng MEC for Economic Development, Gauteng Government 

- Edna Montse, Group Executive: Transformation and Sustainability, African Bank 

- Mmathebe Zvobwo, Executive ESD Telkom 
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Facilitated by: Zinhle Mncube, Investment Associate at 22 On Sloane 

  

19h15: Dinner and Performance by a 14 year old girl, Sesana Shirilele 

 

19h45: Panel Discussions: Empowering Tomorrow’s Female Leaders (Capitalising on one another’s Strengths) 

This session will probe for solutions aimed at empowering female entrepreneurs to get more involved in 

the investment space, through public and private sector collaboration. 

- Dr Mpho Phalatse, Mayor City of Johannesburg 

- Nomantu Nkomo-Ralehoko, MEC Finance and e-Government Gauteng Government 

- Unathi Mtya, Group CIO, African Bank  

- Minister Mmamoloko Kubayi, Department of Human Settlements  

Facilitated by: Dr Gamuchirai Mutezo, Chief Operations Officer 22 On Sloane 

  

20h15: Virtual Keynote by Special Guest: Dr Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka, Former Deputy President of South Africa 

 

20h20: Closing Remarks by Sthembiso Mpungose, Chief Investment Officer, 22 On Sloane  

 

20h30: Networking sessions and music by DJ Ayanda MVP  

 

 


